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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
PRIVATE THOUGHTS ON PUBLIC 
OPINIONS. 

Sir—I was brought up from a child in the belief 
of one God, and that one was three; a mystery I 
‘ould not understand, but was obliged to believe my 
teachers, that he was the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob; which I take to be three different typi- 
cal Characters of the most high God, the possessor 
of beaven and earth. That Abraham the friend of 
God, (with reverence I speak) represents God the 
Father, and I liken him to the electric fluid which 
is a dark fire as electricians well know, that exists 
in all nature animate and inanimate, (glass, silk, &c. 
excepted.) It is infinite in power and extent, in it 
we live, move, and have om being. Job xxiii. 8. 
seems to understand it, “ Behold I go forward, but 
he is not there ; and backward but I cannot perceive 
him: on the left hand, where he doth work, but I 
cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the right 
hand, that I cannot see him :’’ Does not this repre- 
sent God the Father; or can there be a thing in 
nature to have such power and God not be there ? 
Can any one prove that this is not really God? 
This fire was made visible to Moses in the Bush ; it 
appeared as a fire on the Israelites’ tents, to guide 
them inthe night; in the works of ‘nature hath he 
made a tabernacle for the sun. Psa. xix. 4. Elec- 
tricians know that they can make this same fluid 
visible with their machines, and no doubt this sane 
fire is attached to a body which God has created to 
retain it, as the sun, to give light and heat to the 
world, and cause vegetation, &c. This God who 
makes the clouds his chariot, and rides en the wings 
of the wind, he thunders with his voice, he maketh 
lightning for the rains, Psa. cxxxv. 7. May not this 
aun be styled the son of this electric fluid? and be a 
type of Jesus Christ, the son of God, as he emanates 
from this fluid, and is the support of all animal as 
well as all vegetable life? The prophet Malachi, 
where he says, “unto you that fear my name shall 
the sun of righteousness arise with healing in his 
wings,” seems to testify the idea that the sun is a 
type of Jesus Christ the Son of God, who suffered 
for the sins of the world, as when he gave up the 
ghost. When he gave up the ghost, it was the ani- 
mal life or soul; but the spirit was divine, and went 
to the invisible world, while the soul or human life 
went into hell, grave, or pit, from whence he was 
raised by the glory of the Father, Rom. vi. 4. The 
sun was darkened for the space of three hours; 
perhaps, as an emblem of his being three days 
in hell, hades, or grave; and after three hours this 





Suid or fire returned to its former station, perhaps 


as an eipblem of our Lord’s resurrection from the 
dead, as the poet says, 

“Well may heaven be clothed with black, and solemn 

sackcloth wear,” &c. 

Perhaps my readet may say, I run from one thing 
to another; I grant it, and cannot help it, Tamno 
Hebrew, Greek, or Latin scholar, and know no- 
thing but from the Scripture. Here I beg leave to 
digress and make the inquiry, Where did our fords 
Spirit go during those three days? Peter tells us, 1 
Pet. iii. 19, by his sufferings he went and preached 


to the spirits in prison, who perished in the days of 


Noah, when he and seven more only were saved in 
the Ark. Ifhe preached unto them, what could be 
the subject of his preaching ? he said he “ came not 
to condemn the world; but that the world through 
hin might be saved.” Then it is reasonable to sup- 
pose, that he preached the gospel to them. 

If he preached the Gospel to the antediluvians, 
who perished in the flood, may pot that same preach- 
ing remain in force in the invisible world, in order to 
save and regenerate the spirits of those who die with- 
out having the knowledge of salvation by Jesus 
Christ? as it is said, he is able to subdue all things 
unto himself, and is the Saviour of all men especi- 
ally of them that believe. 

This leads me to another inquiry, What is the 
soul? Paul computes man to be body, soul and 
spirit. His soul was in hell, or hades, the grave, as 
David says, ‘Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, 
nor suffer thy holy one to see corruption.” There is 
no work nor device in the grave. The grave cannot 
praise thee. But he was iaised from the grave by 
the glory of the Father. Rom. vi. 4. The soul is 
the aniinal life, the life isin the blood. Lev. 1. 7—11, 
which is not to be eaten, but poured out as water, 
in honour of that blood that was shed for man’s 
transgression. God is a spirit. How came Jesus 
to have a soul? now the spirit searches all things, 
even the deep things of God. The spuit is the 
masculine, and begetteth. Jesus was not made, nor 
created, but begotten, says Gabriel, the Holy Ghost 
shall overshadow thee, (viz. the virgin Mary) and 
thou shalt conceive and bare a Sou, and that holy 
thing shall be called the Son of God; and thou 
shalt call his name Jesus, [a Saviour,] for he shall 
save his people from their sins, (not in them.) 

This was the means Infinite wisdom used to join 
himself to the human family, by taking on hun the 
seed of Abraham, as Jesus says, “My Father is 
greater than I.” And again: “I and the Father 
we one.” There is but one God. Lam the Mediator, 
or the word, an instrument (if I may so speak,) by 
which I may make known the mind of God to the 
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human family, so that he is not a God abstracted | Holy Ghost or Spirit, a person in the Godhead, 


from the Father, but only united in him. Well 
night the Queen of Sheba, when she came to see 
the wisdom of Solomon, which was typical of tits, 
or of the means whereby God brings men to glory, 
when she saw the order of his servants, the meat on 
his table, &c. and his ascent up into the House, there 
was no more spirit im her. She said, the report I 
heard in my own country, the half was not told me. 
1 Kings x. 3,4, 5. That they may all be one; as 
thou Father, art ia me, and I in thee, that they 
Iso may be one in us, that the world may believe 
I came forth 
ther—and again I leave the world and 
But when the 
comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from 


that thou hast sentme. Jobn xvi. 21. 
from the F 
go to the Father. John xvii. 28. 


the Father, even the spirit of truth (not ghost) which 
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me. 
John xv. 26. If ye love me keep my command- 
ments, aud [ will pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another comforter that he may abide with you 
for ever, even the spirit of truth whom the world 
cannot receive, because it seeth him not neither 
knoweth him, but ye know him for he dwelleth with 
For the 
word of God is quick and powerful, sharper than 


you, and shall be in you. John ix. 15. 


any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit. Heb, iv. 12. 

What constitutes a spiritual Istacl is seen here 
as ina figure, Gen. xxxii. 24. And Jacob was left 
alone: and there wrestled a man with him until the 
breaking of the day, and when he saw that he pre- 
Vailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his 
thigh: and the hollow of Jocob’s thigh was out of 
joint as he wrestled with him, (this is avery deli- 
cate subject as well as important, and ought to be 
read with seriousness and caution, and not cast as 
pearls before swine.) And he said, Let me go for 
the day breaketh, and he said I will not let thee go, 
except thou bless me. And he said unto him, What 
is thy name? And he said Jacob, (a supplanter.) 
And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Ja- 
cob, but Israci: for as a Prince hast thou power 
with God, and with men, and hast prevailed. Aud 
Jacob asked hun, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy 
uame ? And he said, Wherefore dost thou ask 
alter my name? and he blessed him there. This 
was God that wrestled with him in the similitade of 
man, called the Holy Spirit (orghost.) And Jacob 
called the name of the place Penuel, for I have seeu 
God face to face, and my life is preserved. And as 
he passed over Penuel, the sun rose upon him and 
he halted upon his thigh, therefore the children of 
Israel cat not of the sinew that shrank, which is 
upon the hollow of the thigh, because he touched 
the hollow of Jacob’s thigh in the sinew that shrank. 
Read 1 Cor, xii. 23. 

But what is the God of Jacob? He is styled the 
Holy Ghost. Ido not approve of the word Ghost, 
as itis so much used for the appearance of a person 
ufier death, makes it appear as a separate or third 
person in the Godnead. When we feel the heat of 
the sun in the firmament, we might as well say 
there are two suns in the jirmament, as to call the 





when it is properly the united influence of the 


Father and the Son. No man can come unto me 


'except the Father draw him. No man can go to the 


Father but by me, I am the door. John x. 7. Gen. 
slix. 24. The arms of his hands were made strong by 
the hands of the mighty God of Jacob, that is by 
the Holy Spirit, and wherever the God of Jacob is 
mentioned, it means the Holy Spirit, as the God of 
Abraham means God the Father. The fear of 
Isaac means obedience to Jesus Christ, who is the 
stn of righteousness to all christians. Malachi iv. 2. 
Ifa man keep my commandments I and my Father 
will love him, and we will come and make our 
abode with him, and the Spirit shall take of the 
things of mine and shew them unto you. How say- 
est thou Philip, shew us the Father? Whosoever 
ath seen me hath seen the Father. Jol xii. 45. 
In the beginning was the word (that is the median 
between the spirit and the flesh, to make humanity 
understand the mind of God.) 1 ‘Tim. iii. 5.) And 
the word was with God, (that is he and the Father 
were together in the same body,) and the word was 
God, (because they are one) all things were made by 
him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. Quere. How could all things be made 
by him when he was not born until four thousand 
vears after the creation? I answer, by the same 
Jesus who was in the bowels or heart of God, as 
much as Isaac was in the Joins of Abraham when 
God made the promise to Abraham. 

It appears unto me, that the word Ghost is used by 
the translators very improperly. [ would ask, What 
isa ghost? and What is a spirit? If God isa spirit, 
no doubt he is a Holy Spirit, and to call him a ghost, 
would be giving him-a nick name, to frighten the 
timid minds of children and silly women. The 
Holy Spirit is so sacred a name as not to be trifled 
with, and I could wish the name of ghost was taken 
out of the Scripture, except where it may be used 
concerning humanity only. But the manifestation 
of the spirit is given to every man to profit’ withal. 
1 Cor. xii. 7. If the word ghost was put here, where 
Paul is describing the different operations of the 
Spirit of God, how would it grate the ear of those 
that hear? Now there are divers gifts, but the same 
(ghost) spirit, and there are differences of adminis- 
trations but the same Lord. For to one is given by 
the spirit the word of wisdom, to another the worl 
of knowledge, by the same spirit; to another faith, 
to another the gift of healing ; to another the work- 
ing of miracles, to another prophecy, to another dis- 
cerning of spirits, to another divers kind of tongues, 
to another the interpretation of tongues, but all these 
worketh that one and the self same spirit dividing to 
every man severally as he will, for by one spirit we 
are all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews 
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free, and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit. Thus, Sir, 
I have endeavoured to shew my sentiments concein- 
ing my Creator and Redeemer, and shall be glad to 
see your remarks thereon, either in correction or 
approbation. I conclude with deference to your 


judgment. Yours, respectfully, WM. DUKES. 
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Note—We publish the above by the request of the 
It is proper for any man to publish his 
It is before the reader, who 


writer. 
opinions and views. 
can make his own remarks, We do not understand 
the writer fully, and will not offer a comment on, 
what appears to us to be, mysticism. Ep. 


—<—_>_— 

FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
CALVINISTIC VIEW OF THE DIVINE 
GOVERNMENT. 

In the Arians’ and Socinians’ Monitor,” by John 
Macgowan a Calvinistic minister, author of “ Soci- 


nianism Brought to the Test”—*“ Dialogues of 


Devils” —* Death a Vision”—“* The Shaver, Bud- 
get,” &c. we find the following horrific description 
of the never-ending abode, which the ferocious and 
vindictive god of Calvinism has prepared for the 
non-elect. 

“T looked down into this frightful cave, but what 
did I see? No gilded beauties, but the stupendous 
arches of dread perdition. O! shall the direful 
idea ever be erased from my mind! a rolling flood 
of flaming liquid did play in these sable these fright- 
ful vaults; every revolving billow turned up to the 
inflamatory surface an innumerable company of 
floating spectres, and, at the same time, with its 
front, immerged a number equal to that it 
turned up. 


sinking 


Dreadful was the howl! Inexpressibie 


were their direful yellings. I saw likewise standing 
on this burning lake, a numberless company of 
squalid infernals, armed with flaming instruments 
of death, with which they exercised the most unac- 
countable cruelty on the unhappy worldlings who 
had involved themselves into unspeakable torment, 
fn the midst of all, I beheld one 
person who stood for some time on the sulphureous 


inextricable ruin. 


billows, surreunded by an enraged company, who 
with red hot irons kept pushing him; deep despair 
lowered on his condemned 
He raved, he foamed, he wrestled 
and then sunk down in silent despait, sulien and 
pensive whilst the diretul Moods of omnipotent ven- 
geance rolled upon him. After the space of about 
half an hour, I perceived him cast ap at the farther 
side of a rolling bilfow, and after some violent strug- 
gles he stood erect, and in horrid distraction said, 
damnation. 


and wild destruction 


countenance. 


Ah, me, is this the damnation I was so 
often threatened with by the Calrinists, and as often 
As he had thus 
spoke, I beheld bin surrounded by a squadron of 
black infernals, who cut their way swifter than the 
wind through the smoky arches of tophet; they 
surrounded, seized and carried him away, as I sup- 
posed, to renewed torments, by reason of his hide- 
ous shrieks that reached up unto heaven.” 

In the same work, we find the Deity described as 
follows—* The imperial Judge, who filled the ma- 
yestic seat with stern vengeance frowning on his 
irreconcileable countenance, and dire displeasure 
lowering on his tremendous brow, always incessant- 
ly does the breath of Jehovah as a stream of brim- 
stone, with ardour intense, continue to burn,” &c. 

It has been well observed, that a Calvinist to be 


laughed at it as a fanatic’s dream ? 
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happy, must steel bis heart against those benevolent 
and sympathetic feelings which God and nature 
have implanted in our constitution. He must re- 
joice in prospect of a bliss, which it is probable 
many deservedly dear to him will never share; to 
the sacred claims of friendship, kindred and domes. 
tic love, he must be insensible, or immany cases 
these valuable connexions will be to him sources ot 
misery. What a heart must that man possess, who 
can kindle into rapture at the anticipation of a joy 
from which his faithful friend, his father, child, or 
brother, or the wife of his bosom may be eternally 
excluded! Who even hopes to be reconciled to 
their perditien, and to rejoice in it as demonstrating 
the glory of his God. 

Govenor Clinton in his message, (1825,) says, 
“The great object of good government is to secure 
the greatest happiness of the greatest number under 
> This maxim IT think is indisputable. 
Let it be applied to the Divine government, then 
we shall see that God is the benevolent Father of 
That he created his intelligent off 
spring for no other purpose than to make them 
happy. That he is all-wise, and knows the best. 
That he is almighty, and able to produce the ost 


their care.’ 


the universe. 


effectual means to accomplish his great design, We 
shali see that sin, pain and death, are among the 
instruments he employs to effectuate his purpose ; 
that atime must therefore come, when purity and 
happiness will universally prevail, because in the 
hands of an all-wise and almighty Being, the means 
must ultimately accomplish their designed end, 
That no consistent conception can be formed of the 
perfections and government of the Deity, without 
supposing that all are included in ove great plan of 
benevolence, and that every event is contributing 
in its measure to the promotion of that plan. 

How glorious the beliet, that there is seated atthe 
helm of affairs, a benevolence that cannot fail, a 
wisdom that cannot err, a power that cannot be ob- 
structed! That this Being desires, and will accom- 
plish the final and everlasting happiness of all his 
creatures, that the period will certainly arrive, for 
the mouth of eternal Truth hath spoken it, when 
every intelligent being of the vast creation of our 
God, upon a review of the dispensations of His pro- 
vidence, will burst forth into a rapturous shout of 
praise, saying, “Alleluiah, for the Lord God Omni- 
potent reigneth.” J. L. 

{See Dr. Smith’s Illustrations of the Divine Go- 
vernment.] 

a 
EFFECTS OF A WIND OF DOCTRINE. 

Mrs. C. M. Thayer, who a few years since left, 
and “handled without mittens,” the Methodists, 
and joined herself to the New-Jerusalem folks in 
this city, has again entered the fold of Methodism, 
and stigmatized, as “husks,” the doctrine and opin- 
ions she so recently eulogized and admired. We 
ire disposed to say, there is not much loss or gain 
in these frequent transfers. We publish the follow- 
ing as a “ matter of curiosity,” and a suitable com 
ment on the siability, judgment, and discretion of 
the wise and prudent. 
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From the Cincinnati Gazette. 

Perhaps it will be remembered, by this commu- 
nity, thatthe New-Jerusalem church reprinted, in 
this city, a small pamphlet, written by Mrs. Caroline 
M. Thayer, which was generally called her “ Re- 
eantation of Methodism.” It may not be known 
generally, that Mrs. Thayer has returned to the 
Methodist church: and if known, the motives which 
induced her to return, may not be generally known. 
Mrs. Thayer is now a meinber in Chillicothe, (O.) 
and as | have received a letter from that place, con- 
taining an extract from her written application for 
readmission im the M. E. Chureh—by her permis- 
sion, I send it to you for publication. Thus justice 
may be done to all. J.P. D. 
Extract of a letter from Mrs. C. M. Thayer, to the 

Parson John F. Right. 

Dear Sir—* As you desired me to reduce to wri- 
ting the request [ made to you verbally, I proceed 
to state the reasous which have induced me to ask a 


¢ 


renewal of my connexion with the Methodist E. 
Church, It is my wish to be admitted, because I 
think IT acted rashly and imprudently in withdraw- 
ing from that Church; in the bosom of which I 
have experienced much of the merey of our God 
and Saviour. In the ardor of zealous excitement, I 
did not perceive how much of personal and local 
feeling emered into my views: and I have been led 
to see the differences of opinion, of which I have 
been too tenacious, are mostly nominal. 

I wish to be readuntted, because I believe the 
orde: and discipline of the church abundantly better 
calculated, than any with which T am acquainted, to 
keep us steady to our duty to God and to each other. 

It is my wish also, becanse I have a warm alfec- 
tion for the church, as that in which I first found the 
blessed Jesus an all-sufficient Saviour. The period 
of my separation has been a period of darkness and 
trial; and although I was sincere, in embracing the 
doctrmes of the church to which I attached myself, 
Ihave since found that opinions are entertained in 
that church, | can by no means receive. 

My mind has been wandering iw a labyrinth of 
speculative principles, and as I see n6 end to polem- 
ical inquiry, I have resolved to lay it aside altoge- 
ther, and rest contented with believing that “Jesus 
is God over all, blessed for ever ;” and “In him we 
have redemption, even the remission of our sins.” 

My heart and eyes overflow, when I reflect on the 
amazing mercy ot the Lord, who has kept me from 
turning again to the “beggarly elements of the 
world,” and has brought me at last to be willing to 
leave the husks of speculative inquiry, and to return 
to my Father’s house, where there is bread enough, 
and to spare. 

You will have the goodness to lay this communi- 
cation befove the official members of the church, and 
however they may decide, consider me as your 
frend and sister, CAROLINE M. THAYER.” 

Chillicothe, (Ohio) 1824. 

——— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—The orthodox people of our day, 
and indeed all who believe the Bible to be a revela- 


tion from God, agree in this, that the book is con- 
sistent and in perfect harmony one part with an- 
other. Baptists, Methodists, Hopkinsians, and those 
of the various denominations in the world, without 
hesitation acknowledge this proposition, and many 
we presume grant that it is so, more from a kind of 
awe and reverence to those who are called of men 
Rabbi, Rabbi, than from a consummate knowledge 
that it is the case. For my part, I readily adimit thar 
I cannot see the book to be so consistent as some 
conceive it to be; there are, or at least appear to 
me to be, many palpable contradictions; but as my 
view of the subject may not be correct, I therefore 
take the liberty of submitting for your candid con- 
sideration, a few of the passages which I think sub- 
stantiate the truth of my declaration. My object is 
truth, and the asseverations of God by his holy 
prophets, the medium through which I would ob 

tain it. 

I read in the book, as follows: “Ye will not come 
unto me that ye might lave life.” Itis rational to 
conclude, that those spoken of could come, and re- 
ceive the life as a consequence ; or there would be 
no propriety in saying, “Ye will not,” &c. when 
they possessed not the ability soto do. This I pre- 
sume will be granted. In John vi. 44, it is declared, 
that “no man can come to me, except the Fathes 
which sent me draw him.” God, in the preceding 
verse, addresses them as being unwilling to coine, 
&c. but in the quotation trom John, it is positively 
asserted that “no man can come to him,” that is of 
himself. Rev. iti. 12, 1 find these words, “ him that 
overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of 
my God, and he shali go no more out,” &e. Also 
Rev. xx. 7, “he that overcometh shall inherit all 
things.” Here the inheritance of al! things is pre- 
dicated on the condition that he overcometh, but if 
he fails in doing this, the inference is, that he will 
not obtain what is spoken of. We are informed 
that salvation is “ not of works Jest any man should 
boast,” consequently man is not the saviour of him- 
self. If man cannot by any act of his, merit his 
salvation, why is it said, “ him that overcometh shal! 
inherit all things 7” And also, that “ we are labour- 
ers together with God?” Again. We read, that 
“ whosoever is born of God sinneth not ;” and what 
is required to be born of God, is to believe that Jesus 
is the Christ. If any man ever believed this, it fol- 
lows, that he has been born of God, consequently 
does not sin. In direct opposition it is declared, 
that “If we say we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves and the truth is not in us.” Also, * that there 
is not a man that liveth and sinneth not.” Matt. 
xxviii. 18, Christ says, “all power is given mein 
heaven and earth.” Here we have a positive de- 
claration that all power is given to Christ; and ii 
this be true, the Father of course has none at all ; 
but in John xiv. 28, Christ declares, that the “ Fa- 
ther is greater than I.” 

By inserting the above, together with your re- 
marks in the Gospel Herald, you will confer a 
favour on 


Cc. P. 





January 20th 1825. 
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REMARKS. 

Qur correspondent has removed the difficulty 
froin his first quotation, by saying that man cannet 
come “of himself.” Christ declared the truth to the 
Jews, and estimated their pretensions correctly. 
Christ declares as much as this, that the Jews had 
neither the disposition nor ability to come to him. 
We can discover no contradiction here. Farther— 
when God’s purpose of love is considered, in rela- 
tion to the blinded impotent Jews, there ts also no 
discovery to be made derogatory to His character as 
a good Being. 

The passages quoted from the book of Revelation, 
do not contradict the doctrine that God draws men 
to Christ, and enables them, by the influences of 
His Spirit, vo overcome, &c. Man, therefore, is, in 
this sense, “a labourer with God.” But, if man 
himself could overcome, he would labour with or by 
himself; and God have no part nor lot in the 
matter, 

OF the quotation from John’s epistle, “ Whoso- 


” we find an expla- 


ever is born of God sinneth not; 
nauvn in the words, “every one who loveth is born 
of God.” Surely,a “man cannot sin” in loving 
his brethren of the human family. Again. “As 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, {Love,] they 
are the children of God.” When a man ts led by 
Gou’s Spirit to love mankind, he is “ born of God, 
and cannot sin.” The“ direct opposition” of our 
correspondent, contains no contradiction. For all 
men have sinned, and would be liars in asserting 
the contrary. Therefore, they have sin. 

The last difficulty is the declaration of Christ, 
that “ali power is given me in heaven and in earth.” 
C. P. coucludes from this declaration, that God has 
no power. Read this—* The Gospel of Christ is 
the power of God,” &c. Consider that words are 
pictures of ideas,—let reason dictate, and ask your- 
self, When I read Ephes. i. 20, 21, of Christ, that 
Giod hath set him “far above all principality and 
power,” &c. “not only in this world, but also in that 
Which is tocome,” must I conclude, hyperbolically, 
that Christ is raised to a greater than almighty or 
omnipotent power? You can solve the difficulty by 
reading the following—Heb. vii. 26, of Christ, that 
he is “ made Atgher than the heavens.” ‘There is no 
power in heaven or earth, contrary or adverse to 
Christ, that shall not become subject to him. Christ 
exercises the power given him, in heaven, and in 
earth, to do the will of God who sent him. Sup- 
pose the king of England has ason, and confers on 
that son, all power ia Upper and Lower Canada, 
and the son exercises the power thus given him, to 
do the will of his father; would you infer from this, 
that the king of England is become impotent, and 
destitute of all power? Wouid not your conclusion 
be, that the king and his son are one in agreement, 
and design, and that the power given the son, is 
given to subserve the interest, and not to derogate 
from, or to destroy the power of the father? The 
Father is greater than the Son, or he could not con- 
fer power upon him. Christ is made higher than 
the heavens, but not higher than God who made the 
heavens. 


“> ——— eS 

30 THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL RERALD. 
Dear Sir~Lasi evening I attended a Methodist 
meeting in my neighbourhood. After 1 arrived at 
the place appointed, (a private house,) a member ot 
their church withdrew into another room, and in- 
formed the speaker, (for | cannot call him a preach- 
er,) that I, a Universalist had come to their meeting. 
The speaker's name is, | am informed, Elisha An- 
drews. His text was 1 Tim. i. 15, and from that 
text he took the liberty to address me personally, 
(although I never saw him but once before, and 
never spoke to him,) by saying, “ Sir, you believe,” 
&c. From about one third of his sermon addressed 
to me personally, I select the following.—He said, 
“Sir, vou believe that mankind will go to heaven tn 
their sins; but, Sir, God expressly declares in his 
word, that if you die in your sins, where God and 
Christ are you can never come.” Again. “ Sir, you 
believe that man can repent after death; but, Sir, 
God declares, that there is no work nor device, nor 
knowledge in the grave. Now, Sir, how will you 
repent when you have no knowledge?” And much 
more in the same personal way. 

After the meeting closed, [I told the gentleman, 
that if he would call the next day at my house, or 
at the school house, (both within half a mile, and in 
his route) | would answer every objection, he would 
bring against the Universal doctrine, or admit his.— 
To which he replied. “He had no time.” I then 
told him, that I wished to clear the character of God 
and Christ from his aspersions, and wished him to 
appoint bis own time and place ; and if he accepted 
that I would give the neighbourhood a general invi- 
tation to attend. He then declined meeting me at 
all, and I then Jeft him. 

It was well known that the time I requested him 


did not remove half a milé¢, until the middle of the 
afternoon of the next day. ‘The gentleman who 
informed him that I was present betore the meet- 
ing began, has since told me, that he had time 
enough to meet me if he had been disposed to do so. 
Respectfully Yours, J. B. 

Hunter, Dec. 25, 1624. 

Note—Our correspondent need only to remem- 
ber that the ancient Pharisees spoke all manner of 
evil falsely against believers in Christ; to prevent 
surprise when modern Pharisees do the same. 
Surely it will fare hard with some pious folks, if, 
according to their doctrine, liats shall be punished 
in a future and eternal Hell ? ED. 

ation 
SPECIMEN OF MODERN CHARITY. 

The following singular trial occurred in Philadel- 
phia, before one of the Aldermen of the city, on the 
complaint of a poor woman who had been charita- 
bly employed by the Head of a female Benevolent 
Institution to do needle work, for which she refused 
to allow the complainant the sual price. There is, 
perhaps, no doubt the lady’s intentions were good, 
though we should infer neither her intelligence nor 
her temper precisely qualified her for the station she 
held ; and she really thoug!it she was doing a bene- 
volent deed toward the poor woman, when, in fact, 





to meet me, was leisure time with him; and thathe. 
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she was robbing her of nearly half the wages A her 
industry ; a mistake which is not unfrequently made 
by many individuals as well as Charitable Societies 
in the employment of the poor. 

Bait. Saturday Herald. 

“Mrs. A. the complainant, stated to the Court, 
that slie was a poor woman, and that she had applied 
to Mrs. B. a lady holding a high office in one of our 
Female Charitable Luastitutions, for work—that she 
had obtained work from her—that at one period she 
had made up some coarse shirts at 19 cents each— 
and that subsequently Mrs. B. having been satisfied 
of her qualifications to do finer work, had sent her 
some linen at 87 1-2 cents per yard, to make up— 
that nothing was said about the price, but that they 
were to be finished as gentlemen’s shirts are usually 
finished—and that they were for the son-in-law ot 
Mrs. B.—that when the shirts, eight in number, 
were taken home, Mrs. B. would allow but 50 cents 
a piece—that they were well worth one dollar each, 
and that to recover that sum, the suit was brought. 

To this statement Mrs. B. repledé—that as an 
officer of the Female Charitable Society, she had 
been applied to by Mrs. A. for work, and that asa 
matter of charity, she had given it to her, that she 
was well enough satisfied with the work when 
brought home, but not with the price; and that 
she had plenty of poor people who would have been 
glad to make the shirts tor fifty cents each. 

Toa question from the Alderman, she replied 
that the Society was a charitable one, and establish- 
ed in order to supply poor people with work, that 
she had been imposed upon, but now she was belore 
a Squire, and expected justice. 

“ilderman. I presume Madam, you are willing 
then iu this case, that justice should be done. 

Mrs. B. Yes, but 1 will never pay her more 
than 50 cents a piece for making my son’s shirts, I 
could have got plenty of people to make them for that, 

eid. You are Presidentess of this Society ? 

Mrs. B. Yes I am, and you see the way I am 
imposed upon. 

Ald. And you gave this work to Mrs. A. purely 
out of charitable and benevolent teelmgs ? 

Mrs. B. Yes, | did, there were many poor peo- 
ple that would have made the shirts for 37 1-2 cents 
a piece, and | am now very sorry I did not give 
them to one of these persons. 

Ald. Pray how much would these shirts have 
cost your son, had they been mae by a lady, who 
was not in necessttous circumstances ? 

Mrs. B. I don't know Sir, perhaps the cost of 
the linen per yard, perhaps a dollar; but the per- 
sons who work for our Society, always work for less 
than persons who are not poor. 

id. 1s that the charity of your Society? and 
can you be so blind as not to perceive that when 
you gave those shirts to be made for your relation, 
by this poor woman, that you were actually receiv- 
ing charity from her ? 

Mrs. B. Charity from her, Sir! No, Sir, I scorn 
it; I am no beggar, Sir. 

Ald. I did not say you were. You declare your- 
self, that these shirts would have cost 87 1-2 cents, 





if made by a person in comfortable circumstances, 
and now, as a poor person has made them, you pay 
but 50 cents; do you not then receive from her 37 
and a half cents, for the privilege you allow her of 
earning 50 cents ? 

Mrs. B. 1 gave her the shirts to oblige her, oth- 
ers would have made them for still less than I offer- 
ed, and you will never convince me that I am wrong. 
There are other men as good as you are, and who 
know as much, that say | am right. 

“id. Lam sorry such is the opinion of any good 
man. I am sorry that any rational being will so 
prostitute the kinder feelings of the human heart, 
prey upon the necessities of the poor and starving, 
and then try to convince others it is charity. My 
Opinion is that you should pay this poor woman, the 
same price for the shirts that you would probably 
have been obliged to pay to one for making them, 
who was not unfortunately compelled to apply to 
you for work, and I shall enter judgment accord- 
ingly. 

REMARKS. 

We have published the above, from a firm con- 
viction that it is, in doctrine and practice, abouta 
fair sample of the charity of modern times; grow- 
mg as a native plant out of the Pharisaism of ladies 
and gentlemen of high pretensions to religion. We 
have read of “tender mercies” which “are cruel.” 
The above is an account of charity, which is un- 
charitable to all intents and purposes. These facts 
authorize the declaration, that the good name of 
Benevolent and Charitable, is derived in some in- 
stances at the expense of the sacrifice of those 
principles, the liberal exercise of which is indis- 
pensable to entitle any person to the character of 
honest in the sight of God and man. 

Thus much for the popular religion of the times. 
God be praised that there exists in theory (even 
among men,) the religion of Christ; and that here 
and there scattered in the wild waste of human 
pretensions, a solitary being can be found, who will 
sometimes practise it. As this religion is explained 
and enforced by the inspired writer, in a more clear 
and energetic manner than we will pretend to, he 
shall speak for himself. 

“Whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his 
brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God 
in him? My little children, let us not love in word, 
neither in tougue, but in deed, and in truth. And 
hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall 
assure our hearts before him. 1 Jobn iii. 17—19. 

—p>—_ 

From the (Providence) Christian Telescope. 
APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC. 
INTRODUCTION. 

The charge preferred against Br. Richard Eddy, 
being brought before about 300 members of the 
church, at a season of communion; in which his 
views were grossly misrepresented, and he having 
no opportunity to remove that false impression, ex- 
cept in the presence of twenty-one of the members 
of said church, renders it necessary for him to ap- 
peal to the tribunal of an impartial public. 
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them Which are exercised thereby.” “Great peace 


On Wednesday Evening, November 3d, Mr. Ri-} have they that love thy law, and nothing shall of- 


chard Eddy was called before the committee of Par- 
son Wilson’s church; (he having attended to the 
call of previous committees.) Mr. Eddy stated to 
this last cotamittee his religious views, as he had for- 
merly done to the other committees, and observed, 
that he had stated, and again repeated his request 
for a dismission to join the Universalist Church. 
The Pastor, Parson Wilson, observed, that no per- 
son should have a dismission to go to that syna- 
gogue of Satan! The committee then concluded te 
calla church meeting of male members the next 
Wednesday evening. On Sabbath, Nov. 7th. at 
their communion season, and before the whole 
ehurch, say about 300 members, the Pastor stated, 
that there must be a chuich meeting for discipline, 
on the succeeding Wednesday (10th Nov.) on ac- 
count of two of their members, one of which Mr. 
Richard Eddy, denied all the fundamentals of the 
christian faith. The meeting above noticed, con- 
vened, which consisted of but TWENTY-ONE males: 
when Mr. Eddy arose and read the following: 

“ Brethren—You are doubtless acquainted with 
the design of this meeting ; it is, therefore, unneces- 
sary that I offer any remarks by way of explanation. 

My views, with respect to the christian religion, 
are well known to many present; but I have been, 
as I understand, accused by the Pastor of this 
church, of denying the fundamental principles of 
the christian faith. To this, I feel myself in duty 
bound to reply, “touching all things whereof I am 
accused” before this church: wherefore, I beseech 
you to hear me patiently. I shall in as brief a man- 
ber as possible, explain to you, my respected bre- 
thren in the Lord, my present views of the Chris- 
tian scheme. I declare unto you all in the presence 
of the all-seeing JEHOVAH, the following to be 
the essentials of my faith, as drawn from the scrip- 
ures of divine truth. 

First. 1 believe in one GOD, who is omniscient, 
omnipotent, and omnipresent ; the CREATOR and 
sole Proprietor of the universe. 

Second. I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, ap- 
pointed and elected of God, to be the propitiation 
ior the sins of the whole world; that his is the only 
name given under heaven among men whereby we 
must be saved. 

Third. I believe in one baptism, namely, the bap- 
tism of Christ ; “ he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire 7” and that this baptism is that 
Which can alone cleanse from moral pollution, and 
bring us into the enjoyment of eternal life. 

Fourth. I beiieve in the doctrine of rewards and 
punishments, as taught in the scriptures of divine 
truth, “The righteous shall be recompensed in the 
earth, much more the wicked and the sinder.” 
“There is no peace to the wicked, saith my God.” 
“The way of transgressors 1s hard.” “ He that doeth 
wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath 
done ; and there is no respect of persons” with God. 
“ That no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous; nevertheless, afterward, it 


fend them.” “ For the work of righteousness shall 
be peace ; and the effect of righteousness, quietness 
and assurance forever. 
Fifth. I believe that all mankind are judged ac- 
cording to the deeds done in the body, by the man 
Christ Jesus, who is appointed of God the judge of 
quick and dead. “ He shall not fail nor be discou- 
raged ull he have set judgment in the earth, and the 
isles shall wait for his law.” “ Now is the judgment 
of this world; now is the prince of this world cast 
out; and I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me.” “ For the time is come 
that judgment must begin at the house of God, and 
if it first begin at us, what shall the end of them be 
that obey not the gospel of God.” “ And when he 
is come (the Comforter) he will reprove the world of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, 
because they believe not on me; of righteousness, 
because ' go to my Father, and you see me no 
more; of judgment, because the prince of this 
world is judged.” 
Sixth. I believe that Jesus Christ, as stated by 
himself, “came down from heaven, not to do his 
own will, but the will of him that sent him.” “ And 
this (saith he) is the will of him that sent me, that 
of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up again at the last day.” 
Seventh. I believe that all things are given to 
Christ in the covenant of redemption : for it is writ- 
ten, “ The Father loveth the Son and hath given 
all things into his hands.” “ And thou hast given 
him power over all flesh that he should give eternal 
life to as many as thou hast given him.” And the 
Saviour declares, “ All the Father giveth me, shall 
come to me; and him that cometh to me, I will in 
no wise cast out.” IT believe the will of God em- 
braces the salvation of the whole intelligent crea- 
tion. “ God will have all men to be saved and come 
unto the knowledge of the truth.” I believe this 
to be the revealed will of Jehovah, and a will of 
purpose. “ Having made known unto us the myste- 
ty of his will according to his good pieasure which 
he hath purposed in himself, that in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times, be might gather together in 
one, all things in Clyist; both which are in hea- 
ven, and which ave on earth, even in him.” “ Who 
hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to his 
own purpose and gracewhich was given us in Clhirist 
Jesus before the world began, but is now made ma- 
nifest by the appearing of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel.” 
Eighth. I believe all mankind will be raised from 
a state of death and corruption to immortality and 
eternal life. “For asin Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive.” “Behold, I show 
you a mystery, we shall not all sleep, but we shall all 
be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last truinp; for the truinpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 





yieldeth the peaceable fiuit of righteousness unto 


be changed. For this corruptible must put on 
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incorruption, and this mortal must put an in- 
mortality. 

These are my present views, drawn fiom the live- 
by oracles of God; and I submit to you, brethren, 
whether with these views you can in charity and 
christian candour, deny me the prerogative of chiris- 
tian fellowship. 
members of this church do not consider me entitled 
to their tellowship, and agreeable to my own feel- 
ings, L request a letter of dismission to the First 
Universauisr Crurcu in this town, with such 


But, knowing that many of the 


a recommendation as you can conscientiously 
bestow.” 
After which, some questions were asked him, and 
among the rest, the following, which are here given 
to the public, in order to show what this church 
consider the fundamentals of the christian faith. 
* Do you believe in a real personal devil, that was 
once an angel of light?” “Do you believe in a 
general judgment, and rewards and punishments 
alter the general resurrection?” These questions 
being answered in the negative, it was considered 
proper to withdraw fellowship from him, and deny 
to him the prerogative of the christian name. 
On which a motion was made, of which the fol- 
lowing is given as a correct copy from the clerk’s 
book. 
“Ata meeting of the Beneficent Congregational 
Church of Christ, in Providence, holden in their 
vestry, November 10, 1824—when the standing of 
our brother, Richard Eddy, was taken ito consi- 
deration, he having avowed his belief of doctrines, 
which in the view of this church, are contrary to the 
scriptures of truth. Therefore, voted to withdraw 
watchcare and fellowship from him. 
Auest, JOHN DUNWELL, Clk. pro. tem. 
A true copy of the records; 

Attest, WALTER PAINE, Clerk.” 

About two-thirds of the twenty-one rising in 
favour of the motion; when Mr. Eddy arose and 
requested a written copy of the reasons for his ex- 
clusion from the Church. After a tew words, the 
Pastor told him he was no longer a member of this 
church, and that he might withdraw. 

How far this conduct savours of the christian 
spirit, or pattakes of the mildness and candour of 
christian charity, is left for the calm reflection of the 
christian public to decide. 

¢ Nothing that appertains to these proceedings 
would have been given to the public, had not the 
character of brother Eddy been assailed with the 
slanderous epithets of INFIDELITY and A'THE- 
ISM!!!! 
——- 
From the Christian Examiner. 
FUNERAL HYMN. 
He has gone to his God ; he has gone to his home ; 
No more amid peril and error to roam. 
His eyes are no longer dim ; 
His feet will no more falter ; 
No grief can follow him ; 
No pang his cheek can alter. 


There are paleness, and weeping, and sighs below ; 
For onr faith is faint, and our tears will flow ; 

Bat the harps of heaven are ringing ; 

Glad angels come to greet him ; 

And hymns of joy are singing, 





O honoured, beloved, to earth unconfined, 

Thou hast soared on high ; thou hast left us behind 
Bat our parting is not forever; 
We will follow thee by heaven’s light, 
Where the grave cannot dissever 
The souls whom God will unite. 


Yes, visions of his future rest 

To man, the pilgrim, here are shown ; 
Deep love, pure friendship, thrill his breast, 
And hopes rush in of joys unknown. 


Released from carth’s dull round of cares, 
The aspiring soul her vigour tries ; 
Plumes her soiled pinions, and prepares 
To soar amid ethereal skics. 


Around us float in changing light 

The dazzling forms of distant years ; 
And earth becomes a glorious sight, 
Beyond which opening heaven appears 


We did not part, as others part; 

And should we meet on earth no more, 
Yet deep and dear within my heart, 
Some thoughts will rest, a treasur'd store 


How oft when weary and alone, 

Have L recalled each word, each look, 
The meaning of each varying tone, 
And the last parting glance we took. 


Yes, sometimes even here are found, 
Those who caf touch the chords of love. 
And wake a glad and holy sound, 

Like that which fills the courts above 


It is, as when a traveller hears 

In a strange land, his native tongue, 
A voice, he loved in happier years, 
A song, that once his mother sung. 


We part: the sea will roll between, 
While we through different climates roam ; 
Sad days, a life may intervene : 
But we shall meet again—at home. 
—>—— 
From the Christian Examiner. 
THE FALL OF NIAGARA. 
The thoughts are strange that crowd into my brain 
While I look upward to thee. It would seem 
As if God pour'’d thee from his hollow hand ; 
Had hang his bow upon thy awful front: 
Had spoke in that loud voice which seem'd to him. 
Who dwelt in Patmos for his Saviour’s sake, 
The sound of many waters, and had bade 
Thy flood to chronicle the ages back, 
And notch his centuries in th’ eternal rocks. 
Deep calleth untodeep. And what are we, 
That hear the question of that voice sublime ? 
O what are all the notes, that ever rang 
From war's vain trumpet, by thy thund’ring side * 
Yea, what is all the riot man can make, 
In his short life, to thy unceasing roar ? 
And yet, bold babbler! what art thou to Him 
Who drown'd a world, and heap'd the waters far 
Above its loftiest mountains /—a light wave, 
That breaks and whispers of its Maker's might 
—p@—- 


PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
The “ Society tor the Investigation and Establishment o: 


Gospel Truth,” will meet, for Discussion, every FRIDAY 
evening, at half-past six o'clock, at No. 9 Frankfort 
street. 


All Denominations of Christians are invited to attend. 
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